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Life Group Study Notes 
“The Throne: Judgment” 

Sr. Ps. James Lowe - May 5, 2019 

Warm Up (10-15 minutes) 
Choose a question to answer, or ask another. No right or wrong answers.  

• Do you like to take tests? Why, or why not?


• Have you ever taken a difficult test and gotten all the answers correct? What was the topic?


• Have you ever cheated on a test? What was the topic?


Word (10-15 minutes) 
Sermons can be heard online at www.bethelworld.org 
Revelation 4:4, 9-11 ESV Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the 
thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their 
heads... 
And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the 
throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on 
the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying, "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for 
you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created." 
Revelation 11:15-19 ESV Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices 
in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever." And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones 
before God fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying, "We give thanks to you, Lord God 
Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great power and begun to reign. The 
nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and for rewarding 
your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both small and great, 
and for destroying the destroyers of the earth." Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and 
the ark of his covenant was seen within his temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, 
peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.

God is eternally opposed to all sin, evil, and wickedness. He has pronounced judgment upon 
everything that is opposed to his good will for his creation and moral creatures. He is 
unwavering in his determination to purge his creation of all those who cause evil. 


Page �  of �1 2

http://www.bethelworld.org


The book of Revelation records a series of heavenly visions given to the apostle John that 
outline God’s righteous judgments against sinful, unrepentant humanity and wicked, rebellious 
angels. God will judge those who refuse to be reconciled to him, because their sin destroys not 
only themselves but also others and God’s good creation.

Each person will be judged according to the standard of Jesus’ perfect obedience and 
unblemished character. Every word, every deed, every thought of the heart, every motive, and 
every attitude of every person who has ever lived will be judged by God.

Yet God sent his Son into this world to be our substitute. He lived the life of obedience we 
should have lived. He is willing to exchange his perfect righteousness for our full sinfulness. 
Everyone who trusts in him and turns to honor God by following him receives this amazing 
exchange. No one needs to suffer God’s punishment for their sins. Jesus’ death for the sins of 
the world is more than adequate to fulfill the righteous requirement of God’s law to punish sin.

But the person who refuses to respond to God must pay the full penalty for his or her own sin. 
Their punishment is eternal separation from God. Their punishment is irreversible once the 
judgment takes place, and the consequences will be everlasting. This punishment is variously 
described in the New Testament as a lake of fire, a burning, smoldering garbage dump, a place 
of outer darkness, and a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. There is nothing good or 
consolable or comforting about the ultimate destiny of those who fail to be reconciled to God.

Though God’s ultimate judgment is troubling, it is truly good. The age to come after the 
judgment is glorious. All of redeemed humanity will enjoy the removal of all sinful influences 
from within themselves and from the world around them. Creation will be liberated from its 
suffering and decay. God will dwell with his people on a renewed earth for everlasting time to 
come. It will be an age of joy and safety, peace and prosperity, creativity and productivity, rest 
and renewal. God will wipe every tear from our eyes, and there shall no longer be pain or 
misery or death for his people. All things will become new and will fulfill their glorious God-
given purposes. 

Who wouldn’t want to be there? Who wouldn’t you want to be there?


Discussion (10-15 minutes) 
Choose one of the points below, and discuss how the lesson applies to our lives. 

• Why is God’s judgment against all sin righteous?


• What do you look forward to the most concerning the age to come?


• Who should you reach out to with the Gospel of Jesus?


Prayer (10-15 minutes) 
Pray any of the following, as well as any other requests you may have. 

• Thank God for placing his judgment for our sins upon Jesus.


• Ask God for a greater revelation of the judgment Jesus has saved you from.


• Ask God for a greater revelation of what Jesus has planned for our eternal future.
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